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SAXON RANGER, COMMERCIAL DIVE TOUR LICENCES 

565. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for the Environment: 
I refer to correspondence from the Conservation Council of Western Australia dated 25 August 2005 concerning 
the alleged misuse of the “compatible operations” provisions in the Conservation and Land Management Act 
1994 to grant commercial dive tour licences on the Saxon Ranger, a vessel scuttled in the Shoalwater Islands 
Marine Park. 

(1) Does the minister consider it acceptable that the Department of Conservation and Land Management 
has failed to produce a management plan for the Shoalwater Islands Marine Park since it was declared 
14 years ago? 

(2) If no to (1), will the minister insist on the production of a management plan? 

(3) If yes to (2), when should the public expect a management plan? 

(4) Does the minister still consider the sinking of a dive wreck in a marine park for a commercial purpose 
to be a compatible operation? 

(5) If yes to (4), why? 

(6) Does the minister agree that the production of and adherence to a management plan makes for better 
management decisions in marine parks? 

(7) If yes to (6), why was such a significant decision to sink a wreck in Shoalwater Islands Marine Park 
made before a management plan had been completed? 

(8) How does the minister propose to approach “compatible operations” determinations in the future? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. 

(1) No.  However, a draft management plan was released for public comment in 1995.  Due to the nature of 
the comments received, particularly in respect of zoning, and the views of stakeholders, the 
management plan has not yet been finalised. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) The decision has been made to convene a community advisory committee and then reissue a draft plan 
rather than a final plan based on the earlier draft, given the issues raised and the time that has elapsed.  
This will occur as soon as possible. 

(4) The compatible operation covered the issuing of commercial tour operation licences. 

(5) Not applicable. 

(6) Yes. 

(7) That decision reflected consideration by the Marine Parks and Reserves Authority, the Environmental 
Protection Authority and the commonwealth Department of Environment and Heritage. 

(8) The minister will ensure the requirements of the Conservation and Land Management Act are adhered 
to. 

 


